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Constitution and Bylaws
National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. Gamma Nu Chapter
University of Toledo
ARTICLE I- NAME
The name of this organization shall be called National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. of the University of Toledo; hereafter referred to as Iota Phi Theta.
ARTICLE II-PURPOSE
The purpose of Iota Phi Theta shall be:
A. To promote unity and kinship amongst the Divine Nine Greek lettered organizations at the University of Toledo.
B. To be a governing body for Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc.  that are affiliates at the University of Toledo.
C. To further advance academic excellence, cultural enrichment, brotherhood, sister hood and public service.
D. To foster an understanding of the structure and method of matters of mutual concern to the affiliate organizations.
E. To address, coordinate and develop action strategies on matter of mutual concern to the affiliate organizations.
**It shall be the duty of National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc.  to administer all business related to the overall welfare of Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. members and to compile rules governing the National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. members, which do not violate the sovereignty, rights and privileges of members of this fraternity. **
ARTICLE III-STRUCTURE
I. There shall be an Executive Board, subjected in all respects to these said bylaws and each chapter shall be in compliance with the national constitution and bylaws.
II. Iota Phi Theta officers shall be comprised of college/university and local chapters of this affiliates national fraternity.    Iota Phi Theta shall become part of the respective geographic grouping (Ohio Valley Region.)

ARTICLE IV- MEMBERSHIP

I. Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Colors: Charcoal Brown & Gilded Gold, Founded: September 19th, 1963 in Baltimore, Maryland. On the campus of Morgan State College which is now known as Morgan State University. Gamma Nu Chapter was founded in 1997.

II. In order to be considered for membership, all criteria must be met. Meeting criteria does not automatically qualify organizations for membership. Criteria for consideration for membership are as follows:

a. Affiliate members must be recognized organizations, both nationally and by the University of Toledo.
b. Members must be enrolled at the University  of Toledo and be an active financial member in their respected organizations
c. Affiliate members must have a cumulative GPA of a 2.5 to be considered active.
III. All member organizations will pay membership dues to the Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. The amount of dues will be as follows: $75.00 per semester, totaling $150.00 per year. Inability to pay said dues in a timely manner will result in a sanction from Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ARTICLE V- OFFICERS
I. The officers of Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc.  will be as follows: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Parliamentarian.  The duties for these officers shall be consistent with those appropriate for such officers and as described by Iota Phi Theta. Candidates for officer positions shall be nominated by any member of Iota Phi Theta, at the designated nominating meetings; Spring Semester. Each member will have one vote and will elect officers by secret ballot. The candidates who accepted the nomination and who receive the most votes shall become the new officers.
II. Duties of Officers:
A.        President
1.        Shall be present at all meetings.
2.        Presides over business and special meetings and prepares agenda.
3.        Represents Iota Phi Theta or appoints appropriate designee.
4.        Signs necessary National Iota Phi Theta documents.
5.        Work closely with Iota Phi Theta advisors.

B.        Vice President
1.          Shall be present at all meetings.
2.          Assist the President in the performance of his duties.
3.          Assume all duties of the President in his leave.
4.          Serve as head of all ad-hoc and standing committees.

5. Shall be present in all meetings.
6. Coordinate calendar of Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. Gamma Nu chapter events by the second meeting of each semester.
7. Coordinate and execute a minimum of 5 Program and 5 Community Service                           Event for Iota Phi Theta each semester.

C.        Secretary 
1. Shall be present at all meetings
2. Record all proceedings of Iota Phi Theta.
3. Submit minutes for each business meeting, which becomes the property of Iota Phi Theta. Distribute minutes to each affiliate organization and all advisors by the Friday following each meeting.
4. Collects all correspondence.
5. Provide notification and cancellation of business and special meetings to delegates and advisor(s).

D.         Treasurer
1. Shall be custodian of all funds of Iota Phi Theta.
2. Deposits all funds in the bank and pay out all funds upon the receipt of approval of the body and President.
3. Submit current reports for each business meeting.
4. Sends annual dues to National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc.  International Headquarter by January 1.
5. Responsible for the application and budget of the On Campus Account.

E.         Parliamentarian
1. Shall be present at all meetings
2. Advise members on the rules and regulations governing said body according to these bylaws and Robert’s Rules of Order (Newly Revised).
3. To maintain order at all times.

III.        Qualifications for officer consideration:
A. Candidates must be enrolled as an undergraduate at the University of Toledo and/or affiliating colleges (Owens, Northwestern, MercyCollege, etc..) registered with at least twelve (12) credit hours during the time office is held.
B. President and First Vice President candidates must be of SOPHOMORE status.
C. President and First Vice President must have been a member of an affiliate organization for at least one semester.
D. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Candidates must have at least a 2.5 prior semester and cumulative G.P.A. 
E. Candidates must not be on probation through the Office of Student Judicial Affairs and Greek Life.
F. Candidates must be financial with their own organization (regionally and nationally).
IV.        Installation  Ceremony:
A.  The installation of officers shall be performed according to the National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc., Handbook
ARTICLE VI- MEETINGS

I.         Meetings will be held as deemed necessary by the elected officials.  A quorum of two-thirds (2/3) of the affiliate members active in Iota Phi Theta is necessary to conduct regular business meetings, nomination/election meetings and bylaw amendment meetings. Meetings shall be limited to a two-hour maximum time limit. A majority vote must be passed to prolong the meeting.

II. A schedule of meetings will be set before the academic year begins. The president has the authority to call a meeting outside the schedule of meetings, as long as all council members are given five day notice. If a call meeting is summoned a verbal notice of absence will be accepted within three days of the meeting.


III. Procedures and rules follow the National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc.  Handbook, Constitution and Bylaws, and Robert’s Rules of Order (Newly Revised) and enforced by the Parliamentarian.


Article VII- GRADUATE ADVISOR
The NPHC’s Graduate Advisor shall be chosen (a) by the Administration from the Office of Student Judicial Affairs and Greek Life and (b) by Iota Phi Theta Executive Board. In addition to the Graduate Advisor, Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. may have an Assistant Graduate Advisor for assistance.  Graduate Advisor duties are as follows:

1. Serve in an advisory capacity, assisting the undergraduate chapter in its academic, social, and have community affairs.
2. Should have general knowledge of Iota Phi Theta and is a member of the National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc.
3. Attend regular and special meetings.
4. Examine and sign all necessary undergraduate forms.
5. Encourage and require proper handling of all monies and undergraduate issues.

ARTICLE VIII – CAMPUS ADVISOR
1.  Serve in an advisory capacity, assisting the undergraduate chapter in its academic, social, and community affairs.
2. Should have general knowledge of Iota Phi Theta.
3. Attend regular and special meetings.
4. Examine and sign all necessary undergraduate forms.
5. Encourage and require proper handling of all monies and undergraduate issues.
6. Serve as advocate for Iota Phi Theta in the University Community.

ARTICLE IX – COMMITTEES
Committees shall be formed by members on a voluntary basis and duties enumerated at such a time and in such a manner deemed appropriate by the members of Iota Phi Theta.

ARTICLES X - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
Section 1.	The rules contained in Roberts Rules of Order (Newly Revised) shall govern this organization in all cases to which they are applicable unless they are inconsistent with the National Constitution and Bylaws and special rules of this organization.

Section 2.	All members of Iota Phi Theta shall act in accordance with the fundamental National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. rules established by National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. in the Unanimous Amendments.

Section 3.	Violation of any regulations of these bylaws or its Unanimous Amendments shall be the occasion for penalties established by Iota Phi Theta in conformity recommended by the Executive Board.
	
A. Strolling
1. Only National Pan-Hellenic-Council recognized Social Greek lettered organizations will be permitted to stroll at social functions sponsored by NPHC or any affiliate organization. Strolling is a respected and earned Rite of Passage, and is considered a Greek-only privilege. Auxiliary groups associated with organizations within NPHC can only stroll at the events hosted by their affiliate organization and are NOT allowed to stroll at any NPHC events. 
2. If and when this regulation is defied, members from the NPHC, Office of Student Judicial Affairs and Greek Life staff and security provided by the University of Toledo will ask the offending party to cease the offending behavior.
3. If and when the above offending party refuses the above they will be escorted off the premises. In addition, a record will be taken of those who are actively defying the stated regulations, and those individuals will be denied access into Greek sponsored functions, by reason of continued disruption, for no less than the remainder of that semester.
4. Any organization that allows a non-affiliated organization to step at their social functions will be subject to disciplinary action.
ARTICLE XI – PARTICIPATION
Section 1.	Affiliate organizations will be required to participate in all events deemed mandatory. These events include, but are not limited to the following: business meetings, special meetings, president’s roundtables, retreats, community service events fundraisers, speakers, university events, scholarship programs, etc.
Section 2.	Those members not able to send representation to such events are responsible for notifying either the Graduate or Campus Advisor prior to the event.
Section 3.	Those members who are unable to send representation and who have not notified the Graduate or Campus Advisor prior to the event will be subject to sanctioning by Iota Phi Theta.

ARTICLE XII – PENALTIES AND SANCTIONS
Section 1.	Any organizations not in accordance with the National Constitution and Bylaws and Unanimous Agreements of the National Iota Phi Theta fraternity, Inc. as well as the written constitution and bylaws of Iota Phi Theta will be subject to penalties as deemed necessary by the Executive Board of Iota Phi Theta.
Section 2.	Any member with any unexcused absences from any events sponsored by Iota Phi Theta will be subject to sanctions as follows:
1. First Offense – Warning
2. Second Offense - $25.00 fine to the member
3. Third Offense - $50.00 fine to the member
4. Fouth Offense - $100.00 fine to the member
5. Fifth Offense or Failure to pay a fine within 30 days- loss of social privileges.
Section 3.	Any Iota Phi Theta Officer not fulfilling his duties as described in Article V: Section 2 will be sanctioned by the remaining members of the Executive Board and can be removed after a third violation of the fore mentioned duties in consultation with the advisors.
Section 4.	Notification of penalties and sanctions will come from Iota Phi Theta in written for after the infraction occurs.
ARTICLE XIII – CONSTITUTION AMENDMENTS
These bylaws may be amended by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at any business meeting for which a quorum is reached. All amendments are bound and in compliance with the National Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc. Constitution and Bylaws.
ARTICLE XIV – NON DISCRIMINATION POLICY

 Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc. does not categorically deny membership to an individual, based on race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, military or veteran status, the presence of a disability, genetic information, familial status, political affiliation, or participation in protected activities (unless specifically allowed by law or through Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972). Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1681(a)(6)(A), social fraternities and sororities may limit membership on the basis of sex.
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